
University of Toronto 
Chestnut Residence Dining Hall + Offices

LOCATION Toronto ON
SCOPE Interior Renovation
SIZE 9,500 sf
COMPLETION 2017
MAJOR CONSULTANTS Structural: Halsall, Mechanical + Electricla: MAT 4SITE Engineers Ltd.

Chestnut Residence and Conference Centre in the heart of downtown Toronto is home to over 1,000 students 
from the University of Toronto and functions as the workplace of approximately 130 staff. Aimed at providing 
improved student and administrative infrastructure, this project includes an extensive reorganization and refresh of 
the Residence Life Administration offices, dining hall and support spaces. An inviting ambiance has been created 
throughout with a clean and tranquil material palette of whites, greens and greys, along with warm wood finishes 
that reflect the building’s name. The design includes flexible spaces for student use and engagement, providing full 
and equal access for all users.

A new configuration of the Residence Life Administration offices allows for greater productivity, spatial flow, overall 
comfort for staff, and access to natural light. A mix of private offices and open workstations along with meeting 
spaces accommodate a variety of administrative functions. Additionally, the offices are now visible to students, 
improving accessibility and promoting the mandate to support student life at the university.


