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_ Aesop

— Matte hlack and titanium Anishes started appearing on lusury and
perfermance cars a couple of years see, Mow something like that
tremdy antomotive look makes a bold retail statement at the Brst Cana-
iz store o Mg, the Australian skin-care |rr~m|l.|l:'[ Line. {il.ul:|||:||1_'.'
philosophy dictates site-specific store desion, reflecting the uwrban
context. With s muted industoal aesthetic, the @00t ilagship
salutes the historie mix of residential and manufseooringg i Queen
Street West neichbourhond, - - - - - - s s e m e e e e

[splay and sampling counters are amanged m a lmear Gshion akong
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the l|_||.i1|lr:i:ﬂ'||.[i::||j' Toroatonian dei =l ] mAFFOwW SRAOE, [Lr:l:lllllh" -
lands arsund which customers can test the warions creams, lotions,

cleansers and sermms,
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The mnterior was gutted to the existing maple feoring and orignal

brick. This forme the substrate for an unusaal art installation-like dis-
play srstem, Tormnto artist Kathren Walter was commissionesd towrap
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the east wall amd part of the ceiling m kyvers of inchestraal felt and steel
L 19 slusllivay £l l::[ijl::’.[ -.|.|r;|l|.'|[.' shelves embied in te folds of the |||uc| tedl

will with no visible means of support, Lacking the techy, mechanical
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busymess of gypical shelving, Aesops appears dean and seambess, the
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guts concealed fron view. - - - - - - - - m - e e
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The display wall ohserves Bule Mumber One of high-end retmil don't
junk up the shebves by crommimg m too modh presduct. There =, as
prapthic designers sy, plenty of white space around the goods, Calou-
l-'lI:iI'll': the JEILER wrtion ol blank felt wall to the ol -".1'!-ll|'r-|lil i Hiraee
ares would reveal parsimonious plecement, the better to ensure 5 calm,
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The wax coating on the hlackened-steel shebees glesms with 5 sl
glowwingt lustre. The metal’s dark patma contrasts appealingly agminsd
thee wiroad, Ferick and fele. The nsatersal recurs n the stores many display
tabiles, connters, sinks and even overhead in the ceiling lichtine trouchs.

Couald all these non-glossy, non-greast surfaces be o hidden persumder,
L] i'i':l\.' .‘u-i:H'.'\.' P:I'i'ku'llli:llﬂ ||:|I-\.: |'H'!’il:!’il'l Il IO D [il\.Hlu'II AR IR |.1'|.‘I 1-
nigues? Skin shine beime the bane of portrait photogs and sebhe shoot-
s, the expanses of matte fnish in the stome subliminally conves the
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message that Arsop prodhects keep your skin similarly non-reflectve.

Vondermeij: It's breathtaking. The details in this shop are impeccable. The
wall shelves are thin steel that disgppear into the drywall with no visible
support and the felt installation (s dynarnic and excellently crafted.
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