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In this project superkiil’s primary objective was to create an architectural intervention
that could mediate the scale and feeling of this large space and also help Steelcase to
organize its offering. superkiil’s solution was to create three ‘pods’ - a classroom, an open
teleconferencing area and a lounge - reflecting Steelcase’s mandate for a dynamic, interactive
and technologically sophisticated workplace, while introducing a welcoming scale into the
complexity of the existing architecture’s proportions. The playful and very architectural
solution of three rhombus-shaped pods collapse and expand the interior, framing particular
views, delineating different zones, while also tying the whole space together. As visitors step
off the elevator their gaze is channeled into the showroom through an opening at the end of
a white faceted frame; a glimpse of the skyline building intrigue as guests are led through
narrow white oak passageway that opens up into the main space, while subtly nodding to
the showroom’s Canadian identity. Inside, an expansive, bright white interior opens along
the entire south-facing wall to spectacular views of Toronto’s business district. To the right
of the entrance, a flexible hospitality counter welcomes visitors. Within the main space, open
workstations and flexible vignettes and a small bank of enclosed work and meeting areas
display various products for the collaborative workplaces of the future. Pods flank either end of
the plan. At the west end, glass doors lead into the ‘Learning Centre’, a flexible classroom and
training space. At the east end, an angular white entrance shelters a more intimate ‘Customer
Oasis’. Unlike traditional showrooms, ‘WorkLife’ is designed as an open office for mobile

working with no distinction between workspace and sales floor.
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Design : superkil Design team : Andre D'Elia, Meg Graham (Principal), Anya Moryoussef (Project architect), Larry
Silva (Senior technologist), Sonia Ramundi (Project designer) Contractor : Marant Construction Managers and
General Contractors Location : 200 King Street West, Toronto, Canada Built area : 929.03m? Completion : 2013
Photographer : Ben Rahn / A-Frame Inc




